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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus enabling abnormality detection of a sample. A
first interference optical system scans the sample with first
signal light from a first sample optical path, making the first
signal light interfere with first reference light from a first
reference optical path, to detect first interference light.
Optical path length difference between the first sample
optical path and first reference optical path is changed based
on the detection. A change in the optical path length differ-
ence is determined. A second interference optical system
scans the sample with second signal light from a second
sample optical path, making the second signal light interfere
with second reference light from a second reference optical
path to detect second interference light. Tomographic infor-
mation of the sample based on detection of the second
interference light is determined. A refractive index profile of
the sample is obtained based on the change amount infor-
mation and tomographic information.

14 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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OPTICAL PROPERTY MEASUREMENT
APPARATUS AND OPTICAL PROPERTY
MEASUREMENT METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate generally to an
optical property measurement apparatus and an optical prop-
erty measurement method.

BACKGROUND TECHNOLOGY

In recent years, treatments using cell sheets are becoming
more widespread. In particular, treatments of transplanting
cell sheets made of the patient’s own cells have been being
established. In such treatments, stem cells are extracted from
cells taken from a patient, and myocardial or corneal epi-
thelial/endothelial cells are cultured to create a cell sheet.

The cell sheet needs to be created in a state suitable for
transplantation. For example, it is required for the cell sheet
for the cornea that cells are properly stratified without a loss
and the like. The inspection for this is performed after the
culture. Since the cornea is transparent, it cannot be
observed with an ordinary microscope. Therefore, phase
contrast imaging is performed by a phase-contrast micro-
scope to detect the presence or absence of an abnormality in
the cell sheet.

Although inspection using a phase-contrast microscope is
simple and the existence of the optical path length differ-
ences and the distribution thereof can be observed as irregu-
larities of the pattern due to the phase contrast, it cannot be
figured out the degrees of the differences actually exists.

Besides, in the fields of high-density optical memory and
optical communication/information processing, for the pur-
pose of understanding the refractive index modulation
amount and the refractive index difference, there has been a
growing interest in refractive index modulation devices,
such as volume phase holographic (VPH) grating, and
optical waveguide devices using a refractive index differ-
ence. As an example, Patent Document 1 discloses a known
phase difference measurement technique. Nowadays, the use
of this technique offers a possibility to identify cancer cells
and normal cells by quantified indicators.

Meanwhile, as a method for visualizing the internal
structure of a biological tissue, optical coherence tomogra-
phy (OCT) technique is used (e.g., see Patent Documents 2
and 3). There has also been reported a high-resolution
optical coherence tomography microscope (OCM) that is
achieved by increasing the resolution of this technique to
allow the observation of the interior of isolated cells. Such
OCT techniques can be used as a method of figuring out the
stratification states of the cell sheet. In other words, by using
the OCT technology, the cross-sectional shape of layered
cell aggregates can be observed with a resolution at a
cellular level. Thus, for example, the stratification of the
corneal epithelial sheet (basal cell layer/wing cell layer/
squamous cell layer) can be checked.

[Patent Document 1] Japanese Unexamined Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. 2008-304456

[Patent Document 2] Japanese Unexamined Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. 2003-543

[Patent Document 3] Japanese Unexamined Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. 2007-101365

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

When the relationship between the internal structure and
the phase difference of the cell sheet is unknown, through
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the conventional phase difference measurement techniques,
if the phase difference of part of the cell sheet is measured
relatively large, it is difficult to determine whether it is due
to the difference in the thickness of the sheet or due to
abnormal cells (i.e., due to the difference in the refractive
index). Accordingly, to correctly interpret the measurement
results of the phase difference, it is required to figure out the
structure of the cell sheet as one condition.

However, the structure of the cell sheet changes in dimen-
sion at a cellular level, and sufficiently high resolution is
necessitated to understand the sheet structure. That is, to
determine the presence or absence of an abnormal cell and
specify it, both the phase difference and the morphology
(structure) have to be measured with a spatial resolution at
a cellular level.

On the other hand, in OCM tests, length in the optical axis
direction is defined assuming the refractive index profile of
the cell sheet. The morphology of abnormal cells (cancer
cells, etc.) such as those that do not satisfy this assumption
cannot be accurately obtained.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a technology enabling the detection of an abnormality in a
sample with high accuracy.

Means of Solving the Problems

In an embodiment, an optical property measurement
apparatus including a first interference optical system con-
figured to split the optical path of light output from a first
light source into a first sample optical path and a first
reference optical path, scan a predetermined area of a sample
with first signal light that passes through the first sample
optical path, make the first signal light that has passed
through the first sample optical path interfere with first
reference light that has passed through the first reference
optical path to generate first interference light, and detect the
first interference light generated; an optical path length
difference controller configured to change the optical path
length difference between the first sample optical path and
the first reference optical path based on a detection result of
the first interference light; a change amount information
acquisition unit configured to acquire change amount infor-
mation indicating an amount of change in the optical path
length difference made by the optical path length difference
controller; a second interference optical system configured
to split the optical path of light output from a second light
source into a second sample optical path and a second
reference optical path, scan the predetermined area with
second signal light that passes through the second sample
optical path, make the second signal light that has passed
through the second sample optical path interfere with second
reference light that has passed through the second reference
optical path to generate second interference light, and detect
the second interference light generated; a tomographic infor-
mation acquisition unit configured to acquire tomographic
information of the predetermined area based on a detection
result of the second interference light; and a refractive index
profile obtaining unit configured to obtain a refractive index
profile in the predetermined area based on the change
amount information acquired by the change amount infor-
mation acquisition unit, and the tomographic information
acquired by the tomographic information acquisition unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of
the configuration of an optical property measurement appa-
ratus according to an embodiment.
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FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram for explaining an example
of the operation of the optical property measurement appa-
ratus according to the embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram for explaining an example
of the operation of the optical property measurement appa-
ratus according to the embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of
the configuration of the optical property measurement appa-
ratus according to the embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of
the configuration of the optical property measurement appa-
ratus according to the embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of
the configuration of the optical property measurement appa-
ratus according to the embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of
the configuration of the optical property measurement appa-
ratus according to the embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Exemplary embodiments of an optical property measure-
ment apparatus and an optical property measurement
method are described in detail below with reference to the
drawings. The embodiments are applied to obtain the optical
properties of any sample having a layer structure. Examples
of the sample include, in addition to the cell sheet described
above, optical wavelength multiplexing filters having a
waveguide structure and the like.

The embodiments are intended to improve the accuracy of
the detection of abnormality in a sample by combining the
phase difference measurement technique as disclosed in
Patent Document 1 or the like and the OCT technique as
disclosed in Patent Document 2 or the like. Incidentally, the
description of the documents mentioned herein can be
incorporated as the contents of the following embodiments.
(Overview of Phase Difference Measurement Technique)

Described below is the overview of the phase difference
measurement technique used in the embodiments. The phase
difference to be measured is the one between the light that
has passed through a low refractive index area and the light
that has passed through a high refractive index area. Assum-
ing that the refractive index of the low refractive index area
is 1, the refractive index of the high refractive index area is
ng,, the thickness of the sample is t, and the wavelength of
light is A, then the phase difference A¢ can be obtained by
the following equation: A¢=2mt(n,-n;)/r,. Here, if the
optical path length (optical distance) of light passing through
the high refractive index area is changed by an amount
corresponding to the phase difference A¢, the phase differ-
ence between both light becomes zero. Therefore, by detect-
ing the change amount of the optical path length, the phase
difference A¢ can be obtained. Moreover, if the thickness t
of the sample is known, the refractive index difference
An=n,—n; can be obtained based on the above equation.

The phase difference measurement technique is based on
this principle and detects interference light between light
(first reference light) passing through an optical path (first
reference optical path) having a constant optical path length
and light (first signal light) passing through an optical path
(first sample optical path), the length of which is affected by
the optical properties of a sample, to obtain information
indicating the optical properties of the sample. This infor-
mation may include distribution of the phase difference,
distribution of the refractive index difference, distribution of
the optical path length difference on the basis of the first
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reference light (first reference optical path), and the like
(these distributions are equivalent).
(Overview of OCT Technique)

Described below is the overview of the OCT technique
used in the embodiments. The OCT is an optical measure-
ment technique which, by detecting interference light
obtained by interference between signal light (second signal
light) having passed through a sample and reference light
(second reference light), acquires tomographic information
of the site of the sample that the second signal light has
passed through. Any type of OCT may be applicable in the
embodiments. Examples of OCT include swept source OCT,
spectral domain OCT, and time domain OCT.

In the swept source OCT, while the wavelength of output
light is swept at high speed using a wavelength-swept light
source, each of measurement points (A-lines) is measured,
and a series of interference light obtained thereby is
detected. Then, by performing signal processing on the
detection result, tomographic information of each A-line is
obtained. This tomographic information represents the dis-
tribution of intensity of reflection (reflection intensity dis-
tribution) in the A-line. By arranging the tomographic infor-
mation obtained for a plurality of A-lines, two-dimensional
or three-dimensional tomographic information (tomo-
graphic image data) is created.

In the spectral domain OCT, a broadband light source,
such as a super luminescent diode (SLD), and a spectrometer
are used. Broadband light output from the broadband light
source is irradiated on an A-line, a mixed light of light
reflected from different depths of the A-line is detected by
the spectrometer. By performing signal processing on spec-
tra thus obtained, tomographic information indicating the
reflection intensity distribution in the A-line is obtained. By
arranging the tomographic information obtained for a plu-
rality of A-lines, two-dimensional or three-dimensional
tomographic information (tomographic image data) is cre-
ated.

In the time domain OCT, a broadband light source and an
optical path length modulator for modulating the optical
path length of the optical path (second reference optical
path) of the second reference light are used. The optical path
length modulator includes, for example, a mirror provided
on the second reference optical path and a drive mechanism
(a piezoelectric element etc.) that moves the mirror in the
optical axis direction. In this type of OCT, while the depth
of interference is being changed by modulating the optical
path length of the second reference optical path, the A-line
are measured one by one with broadband light, and the
intensities of reflection thereof are detected. By arranging a
plurality of pieces of reflection intensity information thus
obtained in the depth direction, tomographic information of
the A-line can be obtained. Further, by arranging the tomo-
graphic information obtained for a plurality of A-lines,
two-dimensional or three-dimensional tomographic infor-
mation (tomographic image data) is created.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 illustrates an optical property measurement appa-
ratus 1 that includes a first interference optical system 10 and
a second interference optical system 30. The first interfer-
ence optical system 10 is used for phase difference mea-
surement, while the second interference optical system 30 is
used for OCT measurement.

Incidentally, FIG. 1 mainly illustrates an aspect of com-
bination of the optical path of the first interference optical
system 10 and the optical path of the second interference
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optical system 30, and does not illustrate some optical
members. For example, the first interference optical system
10 is provided with a wavelength plate, a lens, and the like
(not illustrated). Besides, the second interference optical
system 30 is provided with an attenuator and a polarization
controller, a lens (not illustrated), and the like. The first
interference optical system 10 and/or the second interference
optical system 30 may be configured as a fiber optic system
using optical fibers.

The optical property measurement apparatus 1 measures
the optical properties of a sample S placed on a stage 2.
Incidentally, the sample S may be directly placed on the
stage 2, or a case in which the sample S is stored may be
placed on the stage 2. As an example of the latter case, a petri
dish containing a cell sheet may be placed on the stage 2.

A driver 3 moves the stage 2 in a direction substantially
perpendicular to the optical axis of a first sample optical path
SP1. The driver 3 of this embodiment is capable of moving
it in any direction in a plane substantially perpendicular to
the optical axis of the first sample optical path SP1. Thereby,
the sample S and the first signal light can be moved
relatively and two-dimensionally.

In this embodiment, the first interference optical system
10 and the second interference optical system 30 share an
objective lens 14. Therefore, the driver 3 is configured to
move the stage 2 in a direction substantially perpendicular to
both the optical axis of the first sample optical path SP1 and
a second sample optical path SP2. With this configuration, a
predetermined area of the sample S can be scanned with first
signal light and second signal light. The driver 3 may be
configured to be capable of moving the stage 2 in the optical
axis direction of the first sample optical path SP1 etc.

The driver 3 includes, for example, a rail extending along
the movable direction of the stage 2 and an actuator that
outputs a driving force for moving the stage 2. The driver 3
operates under the control of an operation controller 80.
(First Interference Optical System 10)

Described below is the function of the first interference
optical system 10. The first interference optical system 10
splits the optical path of light output from a first light source
11 into the first sample optical path SP1 and first reference
optical path RP1. Subsequently, the first interference optical
system 10 scans a predetermined area of the sample S with
the first signal light passing through the first sample optical
path SP1. Further, the first interference optical system 10 lets
the first signal light having passed through the first sample
optical path SP1 interfere with the first reference light
having passed through the first reference optical path RP1 to
generate first interference light. Then, the first interference
optical system 10 detects the first interference light thus
generated. Described below is an example of a configuration
for realizing such a function.

As the first light source 11, for example, a coherent laser
light source is used. The optical path of light output from the
first light source 11 is split by a beam splitter 12 into the first
sample optical path SP1 and the first reference optical path
RP1. The beam splitter 12 may be, for example, a half
mirror.

Light (first signal light) transmitted through the beam
splitter 12 and guided to the first sample optical path SP1 is
reflected by a beam splitter 13 formed of, for example, a
dichroic mirror. The first signal light is then irradiated to the
sample S through the objective lens 14. The first signal light
transmitted through the sample S and the stage 2 travels
through an objective lens 15 and reaches a beam splitter 19
via reflective mirrors 16, 17 and 18. The beam splitter 19
may be, for example, a half mirror.
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Meanwhile, light (first reference light) reflected by the
beam splitter 12 reaches the beam splitter 19 through the first
reference optical path RP1.

The first signal light having passed through the first
sample optical path SP1 and the first reference light having
passed through the first reference optical path RP1 interfere
with each other by the beam splitter 19. The interference
light (first interference light) thus obtained is detected by a
first detector 20. The first detector 20 outputs a detection
signal indicating the intensity of the first interference light.
As the first detector 20, for example, avalanche photodiode,
photomultiplier tube, photodiode, CCD image sensor,
CMOS image sensor, or the like may be used.

(Optical Path Length Difference Controller 50)

The optical path length difference controller 50 changes
the optical path length difference between the first sample
optical path SP1 and the first reference optical path RP1
based on the detection result of the first interference light
obtained by the first detector 20. The optical path length
difference controller 50 moves the reflective mirrors 16, 17
and 18 and the beam splitter 19 integrally, thereby changing
the optical path length of the first sample optical path SP1.
Hereinafter, the reflective mirrors 16, 17 and 18 and the
beam splitter 19, which are moved by the optical path length
difference controller 50, may sometimes be collectively
referred to as “movement target”. The optical path length
difference controller 50 has a signal processing function
(electronic circuit, processor, etc.) that processes a detection
signal from the first detector 20 and a function (actuator etc.)
of moving the movement target based on the processing
result of the signal processing function.

In this embodiment, the optical path length difference is
changed by changing the optical path length of the first
sample optical path SP1; however, it may be changed by
changing the optical path length of the first reference optical
path RP1 or changing the optical path lengths of both.

The optical path length difference controller 50 changes
the optical path length difference so that the intensity of the
first interference light detected by the first detector 20
becomes a predetermined value. For this purpose, the optical
path length difference controller 50 performs the same
feedback control as described in Patent Document 1. The
feedback control is performed as follows. The optical path
length difference controller 50 acquires the difference
between a detection signal from the first detector 20 and a
predetermined constant voltage, and moves the movement
target integrally through a low-pass filter. In that case, the
optical path length difference controller 50 includes a dif-
ference circuit, a low-pass filter, and a drive mechanism. As
the drive mechanism, for example, a piezoelectric element is
used. This feedback control is performed in such a manner
that the phase difference between the first signal light and the
first reference light is always a predetermined amount.
Through such feedback control, in the scanning of the
sample S with the first signal light, the optical path length of
the first sample optical path SP1 via the sample S is made
substantially constant.

(Change Amount Information Acquisition Unit 60)

The change amount information acquisition unit 60
acquires change amount information indicating the amount
of change in the optical path length difference caused by the
optical path length difference controller 50. The change
amount information is not limited to the change amount
itself of the optical path length difference, and any infor-
mation equivalent thereto may be used. In this embodiment,
the change amount information acquisition unit 60 is con-
figured to acquire change amount information indicating the
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amount of change in the optical path length of the first
sample optical path SP1. If the optical path length difference
controller 50 has the above configuration, the change
amount information acquisition unit 60 detects a voltage
applied to the piezoelectric element of the optical path
length difference controller 50 as the change amount infor-
mation indicating the amount of change in the optical path
length of the first sample optical path SP1.

The change amount information acquisition unit 60
acquires the change amount information in parallel with the
scanning of the sample S with the first signal light and the
feedback control performed by the optical path length dif-
ference controller 50. Such integrated control is performed
by the operation controller 80. Thereby, the change amount
information acquisition unit 60 acquires the change amount
information indicating time-series variation in the change
amount of the optical path length difference. The change
amount information is sent to the operation controller 80. In
the above example of detecting a voltage applied to the
piezoelectric element, the change amount information
includes the time-series variation of the applied voltage
related to scanning, i.e., the values of applied voltages
corresponding to a plurality of measurement points scanned.
(Second Interference Optical System 30)

Described below is the function of the second interference
optical system 30. The second interference optical system 30
splits the optical path of light output from a second light
source 31 into the second sample optical path SP2 and a
second reference optical path RP2. Subsequently, the second
interference optical system 30 scans a predetermined area of
the sample S with the second signal light passing through the
second sample optical path SP2. Further, the second inter-
ference optical system 30 lets the second signal light having
passed through the second sample optical path SP2 interfere
with the second reference light having passed through the
second reference optical path RP2 to generate second inter-
ference light. Then, the second interference optical system
30 detects the second interference light generated. Described
below is an example of a configuration for realizing such a
function.

As the second light source 31, a light source according to
the type of OCT is used. For example, a wavelength-swept
light source (wavelength tunable light source) is used for
swept source OCT, and a broadband light source is used for
spectral domain OCT and time domain OCT. The optical
path of light output from the second light source 31 is split
by a beam splitter 32 into the second sample optical path
SP2 and the second reference optical path RP2. The beam
splitter 32 may be, for example, a half mirror.

Light (second signal light) transmitted through the beam
splitter 32 and guided to the second sample optical path SP2
is reflected by a reflective mirror 33, and is transmitted
through a beam splitter 34 and then the beam splitter 13.
Here, the beam splitter 13 is a dichroic mirror that reflects
the output wavelength of the first light source 11 and
transmits the output wavelength of the second light source
31. Through the beam splitter 13, the first sample optical
path SP1 and the second sample optical path SP2 are
combined together.

The second signal light is then irradiated to the sample S
through the objective lens 14. The second signal light is
scattered and reflected at various depths of the sample S.
Backscattered light (also referred to as “second signal light™)
of the second signal light from the sample S travels through
the objective lens 14, penetrates through the beam splitter
13, and is reflected by the beam splitter 34 and then by a
reflective mirror 35, thereby reaching a beam splitter 39. The
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path from the beam splitter 32 to the beam splitter 39
corresponds to the second sample optical path SP2.

Meanwhile, light (second reference light) reflected by the
beam splitter 32 reaches the beam splitter 39 through
reflective mirrors 36, 37 and 38 arranged on the second
reference optical path RP2. Incidentally, according to the
principles of OCT, the second interference optical system 30
is designed such that the optical path length of the second
sample optical path SP2 is to be substantially equal to the
optical path length of the second reference optical path RP2.

The second signal light having passed through the second
sample optical path SP2 and the second reference light
having passed through the second reference optical path RP2
interfere with each other by the beam splitter 39. The
interference light (second interference light) thus obtained is
detected by a second detector 40. The second detector 40 has
a configuration corresponding to the type of OCT. For
example, a photodetector or a balanced photodetector is
used for swept-source OCT and time domain OCT, and a
spectrometer is used for spectral domain OCT.
(Tomographic Information Acquisition Unit 70)

The tomographic information acquisition unit 70 acquires
tomographic information of a predetermined area of the
sample S based on the detection result of the second inter-
ference light by the second detector 40. The predetermined
area of the sample S refers to an area of the sample S that
has been scanned with the second signal light. The tomo-
graphic information acquisition unit 70 performs the above
processing according to the type of OCT, and generates
tomographic information from the detection result of the
second interference light. The tomographic information is
sent to the operation controller 80.

(Operation Controller 80)

The operation controller 80 performs various types of
arithmetic processing and control processing. For example,
the operation controller 80 controls each part of the optical
property measurement apparatus 1. Besides, the operation
controller 80 has a function as a refractive index profile
obtaining unit, and performs arithmetic processing described
below.

The operation controller 80 obtains refractive index pro-
file in a predetermined area of the sample S based on the
change amount information acquired by the change amount
information acquisition unit 60, and the tomographic infor-
mation acquired by the tomographic information acquisition
unit 70. The predetermined area of the sample S is all or part
of the common area in areas scanned by OCT measurement
and scanned by phase difference measurement. In this
embodiment, for example, the same area can be scanned by
phase difference measurement and OCT measurement. Such
scanning may be performed simultaneously or at different
times.

An example of the process for obtaining refractive index
profile is described. The operation controller 80 performs the
following process for each of the measurement points of the
sample S that have been scanned with both the first signal
light and the second signal light. In this embodiment, both
the scans are performed by the movement of the stage 2, and
thus measurement points in both the measurements can be
naturally associated. That is, when both the scans are per-
formed at the same time, the first interference light and the
second interference light detected substantially at the same
time include information of the same measurement point
(A-line), and therefore, change amount information and
tomographic information based on these pieces of interfer-
ence light can be associated with each other. On the other
hand, when both the scans are performed at different times,
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the position information of the stage 2 and acquired infor-
mation (change amount information, tomographic informa-
tion) are associated with each other in both the scans.
Thereby, change amount information and tomographic
information associated with (substantially) the same posi-
tion information can be associated with each other.

The operation controller 80 performs the following three
steps of processing for each measurement point in both the
scans:

(1) calculate optical distance information in the thickness
direction of the sample S at each measurement point based
on change amount information acquired by the change
amount information acquisition unit 60;

(2) calculate spatial distance information in the thickness
direction of the sample S at each measurement point based
on tomographic information acquired by the tomographic
information acquisition unit 70; and

(3) divide the optical distance information calculated by
step (1) by the spatial distance information calculated by
step (2) to obtain the refractive index of the sample S at each
measurement point.

The first step of the processing is described. As described
above, the change amount information includes information
indicating time-series variation in the change amount of the
optical path length difference. For example, upon detecting
a voltage applied to the piezoelectric element, as in the
above example, the change amount information includes the
time-series variation of the applied voltage related to scan-
ning, i.e., the values of applied voltages corresponding to a
plurality of measurement points. The operation controller 80
converts the value of applied voltage corresponding to each
measurement point into the value of the optical path length.
This process is performed by obtaining the displacement of
each measurement point corresponding to the applied volt-
age based on the characteristics of the piezoelectric element
(relationship between the applied voltage and the displace-
ment) acquired in advance. The displacement thus obtained
is information indicating an optical distance in the thickness
direction of the sample S at the measurement point. This
information is used as the optical distance information.
Here, the optical distance refers to a distance obtained by
multiplying a spatial distance by the refractive index of a
medium.

The second step of the processing is described. The
second step of the processing includes a calculation based on
the following principles. The tomographic information indi-
cates the reflection intensity distribution (A-line profile) at
each measurement point. FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the
A-line profile. The horizontal axis represents the depth, and
the vertical axis represents the signal intensity (i.e., intensity
of reflection). On the horizontal axis, a predetermined ref-
erence depth is set at zero. The reference depth is set above
the sample S (the objective lens 14 side). Peak a1 of A-line
profile corresponds to the upper surface of the sample S,
while peak a2 corresponds to the lower surface. The range
between the peaks a1 and a2 corresponds to the reflection
intensity distribution in the sample S.

There is a medium such as air and water in the space
between the reference depth and the upper surface of the
sample S (peak al). The refractive index of the medium is
known. Therefore, it is possible to determine the spatial
distance Lu between the reference depth and the upper
surface of the sample S.

It is assumed that the spatial distance Lb between the
reference depth and the lower surface of the sample S (peak
a2) is known. For example, when the sample S is directly
placed on the stage 2, the lower surface of the sample S is
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in contact with the upper surface of the stage 2. Therefore,
the spatial distance between the reference depth and the
upper surface of the stage 2, i.e., the spatial distance Lb
between the reference depth and the lower surface of the
sample S can be obtained in advance. On the other hand,
when the sample S is contained in a case, the sample S is
placed on the placement surface of the case. Thus, based on
the spatial distance between the reference depth and the
upper surface of the stage 2 as well as the spatial distance
between the lower end surface of the case and the placement
surface, the spatial distance between the reference depth and
the placement surface of the case, i.e., the spatial distance Lb
between the reference depth and the lower surface of the
sample S can be obtained in advance.

As described above, the spatial distance Lu between the
reference depth and the upper surface of the sample S, and
the spatial distance Lb between the reference depth and the
lower surface of the sample S are known. Accordingly, By
subtracting the spatial distance Lu from the spatial distance
Lb, the spatial distance Lc in the thickness direction of the
sample S at the measurement point is obtained: Le=Lb-Lu.
The spatial distance Lc indicates the thickness of the sample
S at the measurement point.

Thus, a plurality of values of the spatial distance Lc
(thickness) corresponding to a plurality of measurement
points are obtained. The same applies to the optical distance.
The order is assigned to the measurement points according
to the scan. The reference letters P(i) (i=1 to N) indicate the
measurement points according to the order. FIG. 3 illustrates
a relationship between the A-line profiles (spatial distances)
corresponding to the measurement points P(i) and the optical
path length difference change amounts A (optical distances).

The optical path length difference change amount A(i) at
the measurement point P(i) (i=2 to N) indicates the change
amount of the optical path length difference corresponding
to the scan shift from the measurement point P(i-1) to the
measurement point P(i). Meanwhile, the spatial distance
corresponding to the scan shift from the measurement point
P(i-1) to the measurement point P(i) is the difference ALb(i)
between the spatial distance Lb(i) at the measurement point
P(i) and the spatial distance Lb (i-1) at the measurement
point P(i-1): ALb(i)=Lb(@i)-Lb(i-1). The optical distance
information includes a plurality of values of the optical path
length difference change amount A(i) corresponding to the
measurement points P(i). The spatial distance information
includes a plurality of values of the difference spatial dis-
tance ALb(i) corresponding to the measurement points P(i).

The third step of the processing is described. The opera-
tion controller 80 obtains the refractive index of the sample
S at each measurement point P(i) by dividing the optical
distance information calculated in the first step by the spatial
distance information calculated in the second step. To be
specific, with respect to each measurement point P(i), the
operation controller 80 obtains the refractive index n(i) of
the sample S at the measurement point P(i) by dividing the
optical path length difference change amount A(i) by the
difference spatial distance ALb(i). Thereby, the refractive
index profile n(i) at the measurement points P(i), i.e., the
refractive index profile n(i) in a scanned area is obtained.

The operation controller 80 detects an abnormality in the
sample S based on the information thus obtained. The
abnormality detection is performed based on the optical path
length difference change amount A(i), the spatial distance
Lb(i), the difference spatial distance ALb(i), the refractive
index profile n(i), and/or the like. That is, the abnormality
detection is performed based on information indicating the
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internal structure of the sample S and information indicating
the optical properties thereof.

As a specific example, first, the operation controller 80
specifies the measurement point P(i) where the refractive
index n(i) indicates an abnormal value based on a predeter-
mined threshold. Next, for each measurement point P(i), the
operation controller 80 determines whether structural fea-
tures (morphological characteristics) are present. Examples
of the determination as to the structural features include:
whether the spatial distance Lb(i) is abnormal (i.e., whether
the thickness is abnormal); whether the difference spatial
distance ALb(i), ALb (i+1), and the like is abnormal (i.e.,
whether there has been a steep change in the thickness);
whether any abnormality is detected from an OCT image
(whether there is an abnormality in the thickness, shape, etc.
of a particular layer, or the like). The operation controller 80
specifies the abnormal portion of the sample S based on an
abnormality specified from the refractive index n(i) and the
structural features.

(User Interface 90)

The user interface 90 includes a display and an operation
unit (not illustrated). The display displays various types of
information under the control of the operation controller 80.
Examples of the information displayed include the result of
the abnormality determination, information obtained by
phase difference measurement and OCT measurement, a
tomographic image based on information obtained by OCT
measurement, information about the sample S, and the like.
The operation unit is used for the operation of the optical
property measurement apparatus 1, input of various types of
information, and the like.

(Actions and Effects)

Described below are the actions and effects of the optical
property measurement apparatus 1.

The optical property measurement apparatus 1 includes
the first interference optical system 10, the optical path
length difference controller 50, the change amount informa-
tion acquisition unit 60, the second interference optical
system 30, the tomographic information acquisition unit 70,
and the operation controller 80. The first interference optical
system 10, the optical path length difference controller 50,
and the change amount information acquisition unit 60
perform the phase difference measurement of the sample S.
The second interference optical system 30 and the tomo-
graphic information acquisition unit 70 perform the OCT
measurement of the sample S.

The first interference optical system 10 performs the
following operations: splitting the optical path of light
output from the first light source 11 into the first sample
optical path SP1 and the first reference optical path; scan-
ning a predetermined area of the sample S with the first
signal light that passes through the first sample optical path
SP1; making the first signal light that has passed through the
first sample optical path SP1 interfere with the first reference
light that has passed through the first reference optical path
RP1 to generate the first interference light; and detecting the
first interference light generated.

The optical path length difference controller 50 changes
the optical path length difference between the first sample
optical path SP1 and the first reference optical path RP1
based on the detection result of the first interference light
obtained by the first interference optical system 10.

The change amount information acquisition unit 60
obtains the change amount information indicating the
amount of change in the optical path length difference made
by the optical path length difference controller 50.
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The second interference optical system 30 performs the
following operations: splitting the optical path of light
output from the second light source 31 into the second
sample optical path SP2 and the second reference optical
path RP2; scanning a predetermined area of the sample S
with the second signal light that passes through the second
sample optical path SP2; making the second signal light that
has passed through the second sample optical path SP2
interfere with the second reference light that has passed
through the second reference optical path RP2 to generate
the second interference light; and detecting the second
interference light generated.

The tomographic information acquisition unit 70 acquires
tomographic information of the predetermined area of the
sample S based on the detection result of the second inter-
ference light obtained by the second interference optical
system 30.

The operation controller 80 obtains a refractive index
profile in the predetermined area of the sample S based on
the change amount information acquired by the change
amount information acquisition unit 60, and the tomo-
graphic information acquired by the tomographic informa-
tion acquisition unit 70. The operation controller 80 that
performs this process corresponds to the “refractive index
profile obtaining unit”.

In this embodiment, the operation controller 80 as the
refractive index profile obtaining unit is configured to per-
form the following operations. For each measurement point
that is measured by the scanning of the first signal light and
the second signal light, the operation controller 80 calculates
the optical distance in the thickness direction of the sample
S at the measurement point based on the change amount
information acquired by the change amount information
acquisition unit 60. In addition, the operation controller 80
calculates the spatial distance in the thickness direction of
the sample S at the measurement point based on the tomo-
graphic information acquired by the tomographic informa-
tion acquisition unit 70. Further, the operation controller 80
obtains the refractive index of the sample S at the measure-
ment point by dividing the optical distance by the spatial
distance.

In this embodiment, the first interference optical system
10 and the second interference optical system 30 are con-
figured as follows. The first sample optical path SP1 and the
second sample optical path SP2 are combined by a combin-
ing member (the beam splitter 13). Between the combining
member (the beam splitter 13) and the sample S is arranged
the objective lens 14. The first interference optical system 10
is configured to irradiate the sample S with the first signal
light through the objective lens 14. The second interference
optical system 30 is configured to irradiate the sample S with
the second signal light through the objective lens 14. That is,
the first interference optical system 10 and the second
interference optical system 30 may be configured to share
the objective lens 14.

The optical property measurement apparatus 1 of this
embodiment includes a placement unit (the stage 2) and the
driver 3. The sample S is placed on the placement unit (the
stage 2). The driver 3 performs scanning of the sample S
with the first signal light and the second signal light by
moving the placement unit (the stage 2) in a direction
substantially perpendicular to both the optical axis of the
first sample optical path SP1 and the optical axis of the
second sample optical path SP2.

In this embodiment, the type of OCT measurement is
arbitrary. In the case of swept source OCT, the second light
source 31 is a wavelength-swept light source, and the
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tomographic information acquisition unit 70 acquires tomo-
graphic information based on the detection result of the
second interference light obtained by the second interference
optical system 30 along with a sweep of wavelengths by the
wavelength-swept light source. In the case of spectral
domain OCT, the second light source 31 is a broad band light
source, the second interference optical system 30 includes a
spectrometer (the second detector 40) that detects the spectra
of the second interference light, and the tomographic infor-
mation acquisition unit 70 acquires tomographic informa-
tion based on the detection result of the spectra obtained by
the spectrometer (the second detector 40). In the case of
time-domain OCT, the second light source 31 is a broad
band light source, the second interference optical system 30
includes an optical path length modulator that modulates the
optical path length of the second reference optical path RP2,
and the tomographic information acquisition unit 70
acquires the tomographic information based on the detection
result of the second interference light obtained by the second
interference optical system 30 along with the modulation of
the optical path length of the second reference optical path
RP2. The optical path length modulator includes, for
example, a piezoelectric element to move the reflective
mirrors 36 and 37 integrally. The operation controller 80
applies voltage to the piezoelectric element.

With the optical property measurement apparatus 1, based
on the results of both the optical property measurement
(refractive index measurement, phase difference distribution
measurement) and structure measurement (OCT measure-
ment) of the sample S, the abnormality detection of the
sample S can be performed with high accuracy. For example,
when the sample S is a cell sheet, it cannot be determined by
the conventional phase difference measurement techniques
whether the detected abnormality is due to an abnormality in
the optical properties caused by the mutation of cells or an
abnormality in the structure of the sample S (such as
thickness variation, etc.). On the other hand, according to
this embodiment, it is possible to make such determination.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 4 illustrates an optical property measurement appa-
ratus 100 of this embodiment. The optical property mea-
surement apparatus 100 includes the first interference optical
system 10 and the second interference optical system 30
similar to those of the first embodiment. This embodiment is
different from the first embodiment in that the second
interference optical system 30 is provided with a galvanom-
eter scanner 41. The optical path length difference controller
50, the change amount information acquisition unit 60, the
tomographic information acquisition unit 70, the operation
controller 80, and the user interface 90 are the same as those
of'the first embodiment, and therefore, a detailed description
is omitted.

The galvanometer scanner 41 is arranged on the second
sample optical path SP2, and performs the scanning of the
sample S by deflecting the second signal light directed
toward the sample S. The galvanometer scanner 41 is an
example of a deflecting optical system. The galvanometer
scanner 41 includes one or two reflective mirrors and a drive
mechanism that changes the orientation of each reflective
mirror. The drive mechanism operates under the control of
the operation controller 80.

Scan for phase difference measurement by means of the
first interference optical system 10 is implemented by the
movement of the stage 2 by the driver 3, and scan for OCT
measurement by means of the second interference optical
system 30 is performed by the galvanometer scanner 41.
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That is, in this embodiment, the scans of the two measure-
ments are performed independently of each other.

With the optical property measurement apparatus 100 of
this embodiment, as in the first embodiment, based on the
results of both the optical property measurement and struc-
ture measurement of the sample S, the abnormality detection
of the sample S can be performed with high accuracy.

The deflecting optical system is not limited to the galva-
nometer scanner. For example, an optical device such as a
polygon mirror may be used as the deflecting optical system.

The first interference optical system 10 may be provided
with a deflecting optical system. In this case, the deflecting
optical system is arranged on the first sample optical path
SP1, and performs the scanning of the sample S by deflect-
ing the first signal light directed toward the sample S. If both
the first interference optical system 10 and the second
interference optical system 30 are provided with the deflect-
ing optical system, the driver 3 for moving the stage 2 is not
necessary. Alternatively, the scanning of the first signal light
and/or the second signal light may be performed by interlock
control of the driver 3 and the deflecting optical system.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 5 illustrates an optical property measurement appa-
ratus 200 of this embodiment. The optical property mea-
surement apparatus 200 includes the first interference optical
system 10 and the second interference optical system 30
similar to those of the first embodiment. This embodiment is
different from the first embodiment in that the optical path
length changing unit configured to change the optical path
length of the second reference optical path RP2 is arranged
in the second interference optical system 30. The optical
path length difference controller 50, the change amount
information acquisition unit 60, the tomographic informa-
tion acquisition unit 70, the operation controller 80, and the
user interface 90 are the same as those of the first embodi-
ment, and therefore, a detailed description is omitted.

The optical path length changing unit includes, for
example, a drive mechanism 91 that moves the reflective
mirrors 37 and 38 in the direction indicated by a double-
headed arrow illustrated in FIG. 5. The drive mechanism 91
operates under the control of the operation controller 80. The
drive mechanism 91 is used to change the reference depth,
which has been described with reference to FIG. 2.

Ifthe thickness of the sample S is indeterminate like a cell
sheet, it may be required to change the reference depth. In
OCT measurement, at the position of the optical path length
of'the second sample optical path SP2 that match the optical
path length of the second reference optical path RP2, inter-
ference sensitivity is the maximum. Therefore, to perform
OCT measurement with high sensitivity, it is necessary to
adjust the optical path length difference between the second
sample optical path SP2 and the second reference optical
path RP2 according to the thickness of the sample S. In this
embodiment, the optical path length of the second reference
optical path RP2 is changed to adjust the optical path length
difference. Incidentally, the optical path length of the second
sample optical path SP2 may be changed, and also the
optical path lengths of the both may be changed.

With the optical property measurement apparatus 200 of
this embodiment, the abnormality detection of the sample S
can be performed with high accuracy regardless of the
thickness of the sample S.

Fourth Embodiment

In the above embodiments, the light source for phase
difference measurement (the first light source 11) and the
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light source for OCT measurement (the second light source
31) are provided separately. This embodiment describes a
configuration in which phase difference measurement and
OCT measurement are performed by using a common light
source. As the common light source, a wavelength-swept
light source is used. Light of a predetermined wavelength is
used without wavelength sweeping in phase difference mea-
surement, while wavelength sweeping is performed in OCT
measurement.

FIG. 6 illustrates an optical property measurement appa-
ratus 300 of this embodiment. The optical property mea-
surement apparatus 300 includes a first interference optical
system 310 and a second interference optical system 330.
The first interference optical system 310 and the second
interference optical system 330 share a part of the optical
members. The optical path length difference controller 50,
the change amount information acquisition unit 60, the
tomographic information acquisition unit 70, the operation
controller 80, and the user interface 90 are the same as those
of'the first embodiment, and therefore, a detailed description
is omitted.

The first interference optical system 310 is described
below. The optical path of light output from a light source
311 as a first light source is split by a beam splitter 312 into
the first sample optical path SP1 and the first reference
optical path RP1. The beam splitter 312 may be, for
example, a half mirror.

Light (first signal light) reflected by the beam splitter 12
and guided to the first sample optical path SP1 is transmitted
through a beam splitter 313 (such as a half mirror), and is
irradiated to the sample S via an objective lens 314. The first
signal light transmitted through the sample S and the stage
2 travels through an objective lens 315 and reaches a beam
splitter 320 via reflective mirrors 316, 317 and 318. The
beam splitter 320 may be, for example, a half mirror. The
reflective mirrors 316, 317 and 318 as well as the beam
splitter 320 are integrally moved by the optical path length
difference controller 50.

Meanwhile, light (first reference light) transmitted
through the beam splitter 312 is reflected by a beam splitter
319 (such as a half mirror), and reaches the beam splitter 320
via the first reference optical path RP1.

The first signal light having passed through the first
sample optical path SP1 and the first reference light having
passed through the first reference optical path RP1 interfere
with each other by the beam splitter 320. The interference
light (first interference light) thus obtained is detected by a
first detector 321. The first detector 321 outputs a detection
signal indicating the intensity of the first interference light.

The second interference optical system 330 is described
below. The optical path of light output from the light source
311 as a second light source is split by the beam splitter 312
into the second sample optical path SP2 and the second
reference optical path RP2.

Light (second signal light) reflected by the beam splitter
312 and guided to the second sample optical path SP2 is
transmitted through the beam splitter 313 and is irradiated to
the sample S via the objective lens 314. Backscattered light
(also referred to as “second signal light”) of the second
signal light from the sample S travels through the objective
lens 314, and is reflected by the beam splitter 313 and then
by a reflective mirror 331, thereby reaching a beam splitter
336.

Meanwhile, light (second reference light) transmitted
through the beam splitter 312 reaches the beam splitter 336
through the second reference optical path RP2. That is, the
second reference light is transmitted through the beam
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splitter 319, and is reflected on reflective mirrors 332, 333,
334 and 335, and reaches the beam splitter 336.

The second signal light having passed through the second
sample optical path SP2 and the second reference light
having passed through the second reference optical path RP2
interfere with each other by the beam splitter 336. The
interference light (second interference light) thus obtained is
detected by a second detector 337 having a configuration
according to the type of OCT.

In the optical property measurement apparatus 300 of this
embodiment, the same light source 311 serves as the first
light source and the second light source. The first interfer-
ence optical system 310 and the second interference optical
system 330 of the optical property measurement apparatus
300 include a splitting optical system configured to split the
optical path of light output from the same light source 311
into the first sample optical path SP1, the first reference
optical path RP1, the second sample optical path SP2, and
the second reference optical path RP2. The splitting optical
system includes the beam splitters 312 and 319.

With this configuration, both the measurements can be
performed by a single light source. Thus, the abnormality
detection of the sample S can be performed with high
accuracy along with the simplification of the optical system.

Incidentally, it is possible to apply the following configu-
ration according to the type of OCT measurement. In the
case of spectral domain OCT and time domain OCT, a
low-coherent broadband light source is used. Accordingly,
an interference signal is obtained only at the position where
the optical path length of the second sample optical path SP2
substantially matches that of the second reference optical
path RP2. Therefore, by using the optical path length chang-
ing unit (not illustrated) described in the third embodiment,
the process of matching the optical path length of the second
sample optical path SP2 with that of the second reference
optical path RP2 may be performed prior to measurement.

In the case of swept source OCT, a wavelength-swept
light source with a longer coherence length is used, and the
first and second light sources can be easily shared. However,
it is difficult to perform phase difference measurement
performed with a fixed wavelength simultaneously with
OCT measurement performed while the wavelength is being
swept by the same light source. Therefore, there is a need for
control to perform phase difference measurement and OCT
measurement in a time-division manner. For example, such
control may be realized by alternately repeating: the opera-
tion of performing phase difference measurement with a
fixed wavelength and OCT measurement with swept wave-
lengths for one measurement point; and the operation of
switching the measurement point to another one by moving
the stage 2. Alternatively, the control may be performed such
that, after phase difference measurement (or OCT measure-
ment) is performed for a plurality of measurement points,
OCT measurement (or phase difference measurement) is
performed for these measurement points.

Fifth Embodiment

In this embodiment, a description is given of an optical
property measurement apparatus 400 configured to perform
OCT measurement from both the upper and lower directions
of the sample S.

FIG. 7 illustrates the optical property measurement appa-
ratus 400 of this embodiment. The optical property mea-
surement apparatus 400 includes a first interference optical
system 410, a second interference optical system 430, and a
third interference optical system 450.
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The first interference optical system 410 is described
below. The first interference optical system 410 is used for
phase difference measurement. The optical path of light
output from a first light source 411 is split by a beam splitter
412 into the first sample optical path SP1 and the first
reference optical path RP1. The beam splitter 412 may be,
for example, a half mirror.

Light (first signal light) transmitted through the beam
splitter 412 and guided to the first sample optical path SP1
is reflected by a beam splitter 413 formed of, for example,
a dichroic mirror. Further, the first signal light is irradiated
to the sample S via an objective lens 414. The first signal
light transmitted through the sample S and the stage 2 travels
through an objective lens 415, and is transmitted through a
beam splitter 416, thereby reaching a beam splitter 417. The
beam splitters 416 and 417 may be, for example, dichroic
mirrors. The first signal light is reflected by the beam splitter
417 and reaches a beam splitter 420 via reflective mirrors
418 and 419. The beam splitter 420 may be, for example, a
half mirror. The optical path length difference controller 50
integrally moves the beam splitter 417, the reflective mirrors
418 and 419, and the beam splitter 420 to change the optical
path length of the first sample optical path SP1.

Meanwhile, light (first reference light) reflected by the
beam splitter 412 reaches the beam splitter 420 via the first
reference optical path RP1.

The first signal light having passed through the first
sample optical path SP1 and the first reference light having
passed through the first reference optical path RP1 interfere
with each other by the beam splitter 420. The interference
light (first interference light) thus obtained is detected by a
first detector 421. The first detector 421 outputs a detection
signal indicating the intensity of the first interference light.

The second interference optical system 430 is described
below. The second interference optical system 430 is used
for OCT measurement from above the sample S (the objec-
tive lens 414 side). The optical path of light output from a
second light source 431 is split by a beam splitter 432 into
two. The beam splitter 432 may be, for example, a half
mirror. Here, light transmitted through the beam splitter 432
is used for OCT measurement from above the sample S. On
the other hand, light reflected by the beam splitter 432 is
used for OCT measurement from below the sample S.

The light transmitted through the beam splitter 432 is split
by a beam splitter 433 into the second sample optical path
SP2 and the second reference optical path RP2. The beam
splitter 433 may be, for example, a half mirror.

Light (second signal light) transmitted through the beam
splitter 433 and guided to the second sample optical path
SP2 is reflected by a reflective mirror 434, and is transmitted
through a beam splitter 435 and the beam splitter 413. The
second signal light is then irradiated to the sample S through
the objective lens 414. Backscattered light (also referred to
as “second signal light”) of the second signal light from the
sample S travels through the objective lens 414, and is
transmitted through the beam splitter 413 and reflected by
the beam splitter 435 and then by a reflective mirror 436,
thereby reaching a beam splitter 440.

Meanwhile, light (second reference light) reflected by the
beam splitter 433 reaches the beam splitter 440 via reflective
mirrors 437, 438 and 439 arranged on the second reference
optical path RP2.

The second signal light having passed through the second
sample optical path SP2 and the second reference light
having passed through the second reference optical path RP2
interfere with each other by the beam splitter 440. The
interference light (second interference light) thus obtained is
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detected by a second detector 441. The second detector 441
has a configuration according to the type of OCT.

The third interference optical system 450 is described
below. The third interference optical system 450 is used for
OCT measurement from below of the sample S (the objec-
tive lens 415 side). The optical path of light output from the
second light source 431 and reflected by the beam splitter
432 is split by a beam splitter 451 into a third sample optical
path SP3 and a third reference optical path RP3. The beam
splitter 451 may be, for example, a half mirror.

Light (third signal light) reflected by the beam splitter 451
and guided to the third sample optical path SP3 is reflected
by a reflective mirror 452, and transmitted through the beam
splitters 417 and 413. The third signal light is then irradiated
to the sample S through the objective lens 415. Backscat-
tered light (also referred to as “second signal light”) of the
third signal light from the sample S travels through the
objective lens 415, and is reflected by the beam splitter 416
and then by a reflective mirror 453, thereby reaching a beam
splitter 457.

Meanwhile, light (third reference light) transmitted
through the beam splitter 451 reaches the beam splitter 457
via reflective mirrors 454, 455 and 456 arranged on the third
reference optical path RP3.

The third signal light having passed through the third
sample optical path SP3 and the third reference light having
passed through the third reference optical path RP3 interfere
with each other by the beam splitter 457. The interference
light (third interference light) thus obtained is detected by a
third detector 458. The third detector 458 has the same
configuration as the second detector 441.

The tomographic information acquisition unit 70 of this
embodiment acquires tomographic information (first tomo-
graphic information) of a predetermined area of the sample
S based on the detection result of the second interference
light obtained by the second detector 441, and also acquires
tomographic information (second tomographic information)
of'the predetermined area based on the detection result of the
third interference light obtained by the third detector 458.

The operation controller 80 (the refractive index profile
obtaining unit) of this embodiment obtains a refractive index
profile in the predetermined area of the sample S based on
change amount information acquired by the change amount
information acquisition unit 60, and the first tomographic
information and the second tomographic information
acquired by the tomographic information acquisition unit
70. Further, the operation controller 80 detects an abnor-
mality in the sample based on the various types of informa-
tion acquired.

By performing OCT measurement from both the upper
and lower directions of the sample S, the operation control-
ler 80 is capable of performing the following processing. As
described above, the operation controller 80 can find the
position of the upper surface of the sample S based on the
first tomographic information. Described below is an
example of this process.

It is assumed that reference depth on the upper surface
side of the sample S (first reference depth) and that on the
lower surface side (second reference depth) are set in
advance. Incidentally, the second reference depth is set
below the lower surface of the sample S. The distance
between the objective lenses 414 and 415 is set in advance.
The first reference depth is set as, for example, the distance
from the objective lens 414, or a position relative to the stage
2. Similarly, the second reference depth is set as, for
example, the distance from the objective lens 415, or a
position relative to the stage 2.
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The operation controller 80 obtains, for each measure-
ment point (that is, for each A-line), the position of the upper
surface of the sample S with respect to the first reference
depth set in advance based on the first tomographic infor-
mation. This process can be performed, for example, based
on the distance between the objective lens 414 and the first
reference depth, and on the spatial distance Lu illustrated in
FIG. 2. Thus, the positions of the upper surface of the sample
S is obtained for a plurality of measurement points. Simi-
larly, the operation controller 80 obtains the positions of the
lower surface of the sample S based on the second tomo-
graphic information for a plurality of measurement points.

The objective lenses 414 and 415 are arranged coaxially.
Besides, OCT measurements from the upper and lower
directions of the sample S can be performed simultaneously.
Accordingly, a plurality of measurement points in the first
tomographic information and those in the second tomo-
graphic information can be associated in one-to-one corre-
spondence. The operation controller 80 can determine the
thickness of the sample S along the A-line based on the
upper surface position and the lower surface position of the
sample S at the corresponding measurement points. Thus,
the thickness distribution of the sample S in an area where
OCT measurement has been performed is obtained. The
operation controller 80 that performs this process corre-
sponds to “thickness distribution obtaining unit”. The opera-
tion controller 80 can obtain the refractive index profile of
the sample S based on the change amount information
(indicating the optical properties of the sample S) acquired
by the change amount information acquisition unit 60, and
the thickness distribution of the sample S (indicating the
morphology and structure of the sample S).

As described above, the optical property measurement
apparatus 400 of this embodiment has the following con-
figuration. The optical property measurement apparatus 400
includes the beam splitter 432 (splitter) configured to split
the optical path of light output from the second light source
431 into two optical paths.

The second interference optical system 430 splits one of
the optical paths obtained by the beam splitter 432 into the
second sample optical path SP2 and the second reference
optical path RP3.

The other of the optical paths contributes to the third
interference optical system 450. The third interference opti-
cal system 450 splits the other optical path obtained by the
beam splitter 432 into the third sample optical path SP3 and
the third reference optical path RP3. The third interference
optical system 450 scans the sample S from the opposite
direction to the second signal light with the third signal light
passing through the third sample optical path SP3. The third
interference optical system 450 lets the third signal light
having passed through the third sample optical path SP3
interfere with the third reference light having passed through
the third reference optical path RP3 to generate third inter-
ference light. Then, the third interference optical system 450
detects the third interference light generated.

The tomographic information acquisition unit 70 acquires
tomographic information on a predetermined area of the
sample S based on the detection result of the second inter-
ference light, and also acquires another tomographic infor-
mation on the predetermined area based on the detection
result of the third interference light. The operation controller
80 (the refractive index profile obtaining unit) obtains a
refractive index profile in the predetermined area based on
the change amount information acquired by the change
amount information acquisition unit 60, and the two pieces
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of tomographic information acquired by the tomographic
information acquisition unit 70.

The operation controller 80 as the refractive index profile
obtaining unit may include the thickness distribution obtain-
ing unit. The thickness distribution obtaining unit obtains
thickness distribution in the predetermined area of the
sample S based on the two pieces of tomographic informa-
tion obtained by the tomographic information acquisition
unit 70. Further, the operation controller 80 obtains a refrac-
tive index profile based on the change amount information
and the thickness distribution.

According to this embodiment, the upper surface position
and the lower surface position of the sample S, and the
thickness of the sample S can be obtained with high accu-
racy. Thus, it is possible to perform the abnormality detec-
tion of the sample S with high accuracy.

Moreover, even when the position of the sample S
changes because of, for example, vertical swinging of the
stage 2 or the like, the abnormality detection of the sample
S can be performed with high accuracy.

Besides, for example, if the sample S is thick, tomo-
graphic information from the upper surface to the lower
surface of the sample S cannot be obtained by OCT mea-
surement from one direction, and accordingly the thickness
of'the sample S cannot be calculated. However, according to
this embodiment, even in the case of the measurement of a
thick sample, it is possible to obtain the thickness of the
sample.
<Optical Property Measurement Method>

The optical property measurement apparatus according to
the embodiments described above realizes the following
optical property measurement method.

The optical property measurement method according to
the embodiment includes a first detection step, an optical
path length difference control step, a change amount infor-
mation acquisition step, a second detection step, a tomo-
graphic information acquisition step, and a refractive index
profile obtaining step.

The first detection step includes: splitting light output
from a first light source into first signal light and first
reference light; scanning a predetermined area of a sample
with the first signal light; making the first signal light having
passed through the sample interfere with the first reference
light to generate first interference light; and detecting the
first interference light generated.

The optical path length difference control step includes
changing the optical path length difference between the
optical path of the first signal light and the optical path of the
first reference light based on the detection result of the first
interference light obtained in the first detecting step.

The change amount information acquisition step includes
acquiring change amount information indicating the amount
of change in the optical path length difference due to the
optical path length difference control step.

The second detection step includes: splitting light output
from a second light source into second signal light and
second reference light; scanning a predetermined area of the
sample with the second signal light; making the second
signal light having passed through the sample interfere with
the second reference light to generate second interference
light; and detecting the second interference light generated.

The tomographic information acquisition step includes
acquiring tomographic information of the predetermined
area of the sample based on the detection result of the second
interference light obtained by the second detection step.

The refractive index profile obtaining step includes
obtaining a refractive index profile in the predetermined area
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of the sample based on the change amount information
acquired by the change amount information acquisition step
and the tomographic information acquired by the tomo-
graphic information acquisition step.

According to the optical property measurement method,
based on the results of both the optical property measure-
ment and structure measurement of the sample, the abnor-
mality detection of the sample can be performed with high
accuracy.

Any of the processes described in the above embodiments
may be performed through the optical property measurement
method of the embodiment. For example, the optical prop-
erty measurement method may include the following:

method of obtaining a refractive index profile in the

refractive index profile obtaining step;

method of scanning a sample by the stage and the driver;

method of scanning a sample by the galvanometer scan-

ner;

types of OCT applied to the second interference optical

system and the tomographic information acquisition
unit;

method of changing the optical path length of the refer-

ence optical path (second reference optical path) in
OCT measurement;

processing method in the optical path length difference

control step;

measurement method when the same light source is used

as the first light source and the second light source; and
method of performing OCT measurement from both the
upper and lower directions of the sample.
<Modification>

The embodiments described above are mere examples for
embodying or carrying out the present invention, and there-
fore susceptible to several modifications and variations
(omission, substitution, addition, etc.), all coming within the
scope of the invention.

The various features of the above embodiments may be
combined in an arbitrary way.

The optical path length difference controller 50, the
change amount information acquisition unit 60, the tomo-
graphic information acquisition unit 70, and the operation
controller 80 are realized by a processor(s) and a computer
program(s), or a hardware circuit(s). In the former case, the
computer program for realizing the above embodiments may
be stored in an arbitrary recording medium that is readable
by a computer. Examples of the recording medium include
a semiconductor memory, an optical disk, a magneto-optical
disk (CD-ROM, DVD-RAM, DVD-ROM, MO, etc.), a
magnetic storage medium (hard disk, floppy (registered
trade mark) disk, ZIP, etc.), and the like.

The program may be sent/received through a network
such as the Internet or LAN.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical property measurement apparatus compris-
ing:

a first interference optical system configured to split an

optical path of light output from a first light source into
a first sample optical path and a first reference optical
path, scan a predetermined area of a sample with first
signal light that passes through the first sample optical
path, make the first signal light that has passed through
the first sample optical path interfere with first refer-
ence light that has passed through the first reference
optical path to generate first interference light, and
detect the first interference light generated;

an optical path length difference controller configured to

change an optical path length difference between the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

60

65

22

first sample optical path and the first reference optical
path based on a detection result of the first interference
light;

a change amount information acquisition unit configured
to acquire change amount information indicating an
amount of change in the optical path length difference
made by the optical path length difference controller;

a second interference optical system configured to split an
optical path of light output from a second light source
into a second sample optical path and a second refer-
ence optical path, scan the predetermined area with
second signal light that passes through the second
sample optical path, make the second signal light that
has passed through the second sample optical path
interfere with second reference light that has passed
through the second reference optical path to generate
second interference light, and detect the second inter-
ference light generated;

a tomographic information acquisition unit configured to
acquire tomographic information of the predetermined
area based on a detection result of the second interfer-
ence light; and

a refractive index profile obtaining unit configured to
obtain a refractive index profile in the predetermined
area based on the change amount information acquired
by the change amount information acquisition unit and
the tomographic information acquired by the tomo-
graphic information acquisition unit.

2. The optical property measurement apparatus according
to claim 1, wherein, with respect to each measurement point
in the predetermined area that is measured by performing
scanning, the refractive index profile obtaining unit is con-
figured to:

calculate an optical distance in a thickness direction of the
sample at the measurement point based on the change
amount information;

calculate a spatial distance in the thickness direction of
the sample at the measurement point based on the
tomographic information; and

obtain refractive index of the sample at the measurement
point by dividing the optical distance by the spatial
distance.

3. The optical property measurement apparatus according

to claim 1, further comprising

a combining member configured to combine the first
sample optical path and the second sample optical path;
and

an objective lens located between the combining member
and the sample, wherein

the first interference optical system is configured to irra-
diate the sample with the first signal light through the
objective lens, and

the second interference optical system is configured to
irradiate the sample with the second signal light
through the objective lens.

4. The optical property measurement apparatus according

to claim 1, further comprising:

a placement unit where the sample is placed; and

a driver configured to move the placement unit in a
direction substantially perpendicular to an optical axis
of the first sample optical path and an optical axis of the
second sample optical path to perform scanning.

5. The optical property measurement apparatus according
to claim 1, further comprising a deflecting optical system
located on the second sample optical path, and configured to
deflect the second signal light directed toward the sample to
perform scanning.
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6. The optical property measurement apparatus according
to claim 1, wherein
the second light source is a wavelength-swept light
source, and
the tomographic information acquisition unit is config-
ured to acquire the tomographic information based on
the detection result of the second interference light
obtained by the second interference optical system
along with a sweep of wavelengths by the wavelength-
swept light source.
7. The optical property measurement apparatus according
to claim 1, wherein,
the second light source is a broad band light source,
the second interference optical system includes a spec-
trometer configured to detect spectra of the second
interference light, and
the tomographic information acquisition unit is config-
ured to acquire the tomographic information based on
a detection result of the spectra obtained by the spec-
trometer.
8. The optical property measurement apparatus according
to claim 1, wherein,
the second light source is a broad band light source,
the second interference optical system includes an optical
path length modulator configured to modulate optical
path length of the second reference optical path, and
the tomographic information acquisition unit is config-
ured to acquire the tomographic information based on
the detection result of the second interference light
obtained by the second interference optical system
along with the modulation of the optical path length.
9. The optical property measurement apparatus according
to claim 1, wherein the second interference optical system
includes an optical path length changing unit configured to
change optical path length of the second reference optical
path.
10. The optical property measurement apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein
a single light source serves as the first light source and the
second light source, and
the first interference optical system and the second inter-
ference optical system include a splitting optical system
configured to split an optical path of light output from
the single light source into the first sample optical path,
the first reference optical path, the second sample
optical path, and the second reference optical path.
11. The optical property measurement apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1, further comprising a splitter configured to
split an optical path of light output from the second light
source into two optical paths, wherein
the second interference optical system is configured to
split one of the optical paths obtained by the splitter
into the second sample optical path and the second
reference optical path,
the optical property measurement apparatus further com-
prising a third interference optical system configured to
split another optical path obtained by the splitter into a
third sample optical path and a third reference optical
path, scan the predetermined area with third signal light
that passes through the third sample optical path from
an opposite direction to the second signal light, make
the third signal light that has passed through the third
sample optical path interfere with third reference light
that has passed through the third reference optical path
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to generate third interference light, and detect the third
interference light generated, wherein

the tomographic information acquisition unit is config-
ured to acquire other tomographic information of the
predetermined area based on a detection result of the
third interference light, and

the refractive index profile obtaining unit is configured to
obtain the refractive index profile based on the change
amount information, the tomographic information, and
the other tomographic information.

12. The optical property measurement apparatus accord-

ing to claim 11, wherein

the refractive index profile obtaining unit includes a
thickness distribution obtaining unit configured to
obtain thickness distribution in the predetermined area
based on the tomographic information and the other
tomographic information acquired by the tomographic
information acquisition unit, and

the refractive index profile obtaining unit is configured to
obtain the refractive index profile based on the change
amount information and the thickness distribution.

13. The optical property measurement apparatus accord-

ing to claim 1, wherein the optical path length difference
controller is configured to change the optical path length
difference so that intensity of the first interference light
detected by the first interference optical system becomes a
predetermined value.

14. An optical property measurement method, compris-

ing:

a first detection step including splitting light output from
a first light source into first signal light and first
reference light, scanning a predetermined area of a
sample with the first signal light, making the first signal
light having passed through the sample interfere with
the first reference light to generate first interference
light, and detecting the first interference light gener-
ated;

an optical path length difference control step of changing
an optical path length difference between an optical
path of the first signal light and an optical path of the
first reference light based on a detection result of the
first interference light;

a change amount information acquisition step of acquiring
change amount information indicating an amount of
change in the optical path length difference due to the
optical path length difference control step;

a second detection step including splitting light output
from a second light source into second signal light and
second reference light, scanning the predetermined area
with the second signal light, making the second signal
light having passed through the sample interfere with
the second reference light to generate second interfer-
ence light, and detecting the second interference light
generated;

a tomographic information acquisition step of acquiring
tomographic information of the predetermined area
based on a detection result of the second interference
light; and

a refractive index profile obtaining step of obtaining a
refractive index profile in the predetermined area based
on the change amount information acquired by the
change amount information acquisition step and the
tomographic information acquired by the tomographic
information acquisition step.
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